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Cumberland Land Conservancy (CLC) is a volunteer operated not-for-profit charity dedicated to 

acquiring and managing land for conservation in perpetuity. We focus on the Cumberland Plain 

of Western Sydney, one of the most heavily cleared landscapes in Australia. 
 

- - - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover: The new CLC property Ψ²ƻƳōŀǘΩ is our first corporate land donation. It protects 4.8 

hectares of habitat and is a key link for altitudinal migratory birds including Scarlet Robin 

between the Blue Mountains and Cumberland Plain. 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Report 
 
 
The past year has seen Cumberland Land Conservancy Inc intensify its goal 

to restore the property 'Wallaroo' from its legacy as pastoral land while 

improving the remnant vegetation on our three other properties: 

'Wombat' (Regentville), 'Marsdenia' (Llandilo) and 'Thornbill' (Agnes 

Banks). 
 

Because 'Wallaroo' is the largest of our properties and the most altered by 

European farming practices it will require the most work, funding and longest term to bring to 

prime ecological function. Significant grant funding from the Commonwealth Government in 

2017/18 enabled a great start to the task. 
 

Our four properties provide essential links within the greater scheme that is the Cumberland 

Conservation Corridor ς a strategy to preserve viable populations of the flora and fauna known 

to have inhabited the Cumberland Plain. 
 

Continuing on from Koori Firesticks in the previous year we have engaged with Mulgoa Rural Fire 

Service to undertake fire management on 'Wallaroo' as part of our ongoing conservation 

management. Plans to undertake a burn at 'Marsdenia' are on hold due to drought conditions. 
 

We are grateful to the Commonwealth Government, particularly former Environment Minister, 

The Hon Greg Hunt MP, who captured the vision and enabled Cumberland Land Conservancy Inc 

to acquire three of the properties now in our ownership. We also thank TransGrid for gifting the 

property 'Wombat' to us for environmental stewardship; Tanya Davies, Member for Mulgoa; 

Greater Sydney Local Land Services and Hally Labels for their role in grants for conservation 

management of the property 'Wombat'. 
 

I also extend my heartfelt thanks to the members of Cumberland Land Conservancy Inc who, by 

their financial membership, are owners of the properties I have mentioned and have entrusted 

the more direct management role of the affairs of Cumberland Land Conservancy Inc to the 

Executive elected at annual general meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President 
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Our Purpose 
 
 
 

Cumberland Land Conservancy (CLC) is a 

volunteer operated not-for-profit charity 

dedicated to acquiring land for conservation. 

²Ŝ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ tƭŀƛƴΩ ƻŦ 

Western Sydney, one of the most heavily 

cleared landscapes in Australia. This region is 

now being cleared and developed at an even 

more rapid rate with little or no planning to 

conserve key linkages. 

the community and partnering with 

government and business to set a new 

standard in conservation land management. 
 

This work would not be possible without the 

support of our members and volunteers. Each 

CLC member is a co-owner in our properties 

and a custodian on behalf of all the residents 

and wildlife of Western Sydney. 

 

The CLC stands apart as the sole organisation 

successfully securing biodiversity corridors in 

this landscape. We strive to conserve the 

Cumberland Plain, engaging and empowering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(above) The CLC property Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊƻƻΩ is a key patch of Cumberland Plain Woodland ©  Mark Fuller/CLC 
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Who We Are 
 
 
CLC is a completely volunteer driven not-for-profit charity. Our executive committee are elected 

by popular vote at the Annual General Meeting. 
 

We are proud to welcome some new faces to our executive this year. Our current office bearers 

are as follows: 
 

President ς Wayne Olling Wayne brings a wealth of experience to the CLC 
having volunteered as an advocate for the Cumberland Plain environment with 
numerous conservation organisations for more than 20 years. In addition to his 
role for the CLC Wayne is Manager ς Flora & Fauna with Blacktown & District 
Environment Group Inc. 

 
 
 

Vice President ς Karen Barron Karen is a part-time Teacher of Natural Area 
Restoration and Conservation & Land Management at Richmond College TAFE 
and has vast experience and knowledge of restoration from working 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ tƭŀƛƴΦ YŀǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ /[/Ωǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ 
ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ²ƻƳōŀǘΩΣ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǿŜŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ 
nineties. 

 
 
 

Treasurer ς Ben Fuller Ben is completing his second year of a Bachelor of 
Business Course, majoring in Accounting at Western Sydney University. With a 
head for figures, Ben is keen to use his role with CLC to gain not-for-profit 
experience. 

 
 
 
 

Secretary and Public Officer ς Antony Lewis Antony is a degree engineer in the 
food industry with a childhood background playing in Hunts Creek and Lake 
Parramatta. He is a long-time environment advocate who is also current 
Secretary of Blacktown & District Environment Group, and a community 
representative on Parramatta River Catchment Group and Blacktown Council 
Environment Advisory Committee. 

 
 

Scientific Officer ς Peter Mobbs Peter Mobbs brings over 26 years of 
experience in bushland conservation & restoration. Peter is full time Teacher of 
Natural Area Restoration and Conservation & Land Management at Richmond 
College TAFE (retiring Dec 2018) 
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Our Conservation Impact 
 
 
 

Our core purpose is the acquisition of land for 

conservation and especially the protection of 

wildlife corridors. The 2017/18 year has seen 

great outcomes in restoration of the three 

properties acquired last year, as well as the 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ Ψ²ƻƳōŀǘΩ ōȅ 

corporate donation bringing the total land 

under conservation to 49.61 ha. This land is 

owned under covenant by the members of 

CLC to protect and restore our native flora 

and wildlife. 
 

The CLC has a particular focus on biodiversity 

corridors. Corridors are vital for maintaining 

connection between the small patches of 

habitat in the Cumberland Plain - none of 

which are of sufficient scale to survive in 

isolation. Corridors are also vital in providing 

links for migratory wildlife including a number 

of endangered bird species which rely on the 

Cumberland Plain. 
 

The CLC targets acquisitions in the 

Cumberland Conservation Corridor, a corridor 

plan for the region developed by community 

volunteers & biodiversity experts. The 

Cumberland Conservation Corridor has been 

incorporated largely unmodified into the NSW 

Government's Biodiversity Investment 

Opportunity map for the Cumberland IBRA 

Subregion. 

The CLC is the only organisation presently 

securing corridors in the Cumberland Plain. 
 

Three of our properties now protect key links 

in the Cumberland Conservation Corridor. Our 

properties and their context in the corridor 

are shown in the map page 8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(above) The Scarlet Robin is a migrant between 

the Cumberland Plain and Blue Mountains. This 

vulnerable species (NSW) relies on east-west 

corridors, such as the one protected by the CLC 

property Ψ²ƻƳōŀǘΩ, for its survival ©  Mark 

Fuller/CLC 
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Conservation Property Portfolio 
 

Habitat protected forever... 
 

Property Area 
(hectares) 

Endangered Ecological Communities 
& Threatened Species 

Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊƻƻΩΣ aǳƭƎƻŀ 38.86 Cumberland Plain Woodland 
Cumberland Riverflat Eucalypt Forest 
Cumberland Plain Land Snail (Meridolum corneovirens) 
White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) 
Varied Sittella (Daphoenositta chrysoptera) 
East-coast Freetail Bat (Mormopterus norfolkensis) 
Eastern Bent-winged Bat (Miniopterus schreibersii 
oceanensis) 
Fishing Bat (Myotis macropus) 

Bartolo Reserve, 
Agnes Banks 
όΨ¢ƘƻǊƴōƛƭƭΩύ 

2.20 Cumberland Shale-Gravel Transition Forest 
Cumberland Plain Land Snail (Meridolum corneovirens) 
Gravel Pea (Dillwynia tenuifolia) 
Square-tailed Kite (Lophoictinia isura) 

ΨaŀǊǎŘŜƴƛŀΩΣ [ƭŀƴŘƛƭƻ 3.75 Cumberland Plain Woodland 
Cumberland Plain Land Snail (Meridolum corneovirens) 
Bush Pear (Marsdenia viridiflora subsp. viridiflora) 
Sydney Bush-pea (Pultenaea parviflora) 
Juniper-leaf Grevillea (Grevillea juniperina) 

Ψ²ƻƳōŀǘΩΣ 
Regentville 

4.80 Cumberland Plain Woodland 
Shale-Sandstone Transition Forest 
Dural Land Snail (Pommerhelix duralensis) 
Varied Sittella (Daphoenositta chrysoptera) 

Total area protected 49.61 
hectares 

12 threatened species 
4 endangered ecological communities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   7 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 



 
 
 
 
 

Ψ²ƻƳōŀǘΩ - Our New Reserve 
 

CLC is proud to announce the latest addition 

to its conservation lands. CLC is placing a 

conservation covenant over the 4.80 hectare 

Regentville property donated by a corporate 

donor. The final allotment is slightly larger 

than the 4.5 hectares first negotiated. 

The property is a key link between Blue 

Mountains National Park and Mulgoa Nature 

Reserve. These east-west links are critical to 

the annual migration of Scarlet, Flame and 

Rose Robins, which migrate from the Blue 

Mountains to the fertile Cumberland Plain 

each winter. 
 

The site includes endangered 

Shale-Sandstone Transition Forest, the 

endangered Dural Land Snail (Pommerhelix 

duralensis) the largest known population of 

the regionally rare wattle Acacia prominens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A wombat crosses beneath Mulgoa Road through 

the culvert (top); a Superb Fairy-wren (bottom) 

and Shale-Sandstone Transition forest (right) ©  

Mark Fuller & Peter Ridgeway/CLC 
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Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊoƻΩ 
 

Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊƻƻΩ ƛǎ ŀ оуΦус ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǘ 

Mulgoa entrusted to CLC by the 

Commonwealth Government and the former 

b{² bŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΦ Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊƻƻΩ 

protects critically endangered Cumberland 

Plain Woodland, Cumberland River-flat 

Eucalypt Forest, Alluvial Woodland and six 

endangered species. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊƻƻΩ was named after the Wallaroos that 

call this area home (above) and protects critically 

endangered Cumberland Plain Woodlands (below) 

Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊƻƻΩ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

contains significant areas of exotic vegetation 

as well as other areas in need of weed and 

feral animal management. This site is the 

focus of our restoration efforts and 

community engagement. CLC has an 

equipment shed and toilet and we run regular 

volunteer working bees, wildlife surveys and 

education events at the site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The vulnerable Varied Sittella (above) at 

Ψ²ŀƭƭŀǊƻƻΩ ©  Mark Fuller/CLC 
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